
Progress Report on the Museum Archive software project web server 
 
I am currently working to finish the page view for all of the categories. When I get 
them configured and working, the main components of the web server will be 
complete. I’ll still need to add a login screen and a method to specify the port the 
server should monitor, but that will go quickly. I hope to make version 0.9 
available by Labor Day. 
 
The web server is a Windows application that runs on a PC and watches a single 
port for web page requests. This web server does only one thing – it serves up 
data from the Museum Archive software database. By running this server, you 
can let anyone on your local area network (in your library or museum, for 
example) browse the data. If you do a few simple additional steps, you open up 
the database to the entire internet. This is both safe and easy to do. It is safe 
because (1) visitors to the ‘web site’ can only view the information, they can’t 
make any changes, and (2) because you are not running a ‘standard’ web server 
such as Apache or IIS, none of the standard methods of attack will work. It is 
easy to do: simply install the web server components in a folder with a copy of 
your database and run the web server exe. You can do this on a spare computer; 
the software does not take very much horsepower. I’ll have more details 
available on how to set things up and how it all works when I release version 0.9. 
 
Here is a look at the browse: 
 

 
 
Objects are listed ten to a page, and you have the standard navigation buttons 
below the browse list box. Each Object has a Print button at the far right of the 
row; this button will produce and serve up a PDF file with a copy of the detailed 



report for the Object that you currently get from the desktop version of the 
software. 
 
You can sort the list box by any column by clicking on the column header. If you 
sort by a column, a Locator entry box appears; this allows you to type in a 
fragment of a value and jump directly to that spot in the list. 
 
If you highlight an Object, you can click on the View button to see the details for 
the Object in a multi-tabbed form: 
 

 
 
In this example, you are looking at the tabs for an Audio Object. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Here is the Basic Info tab: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Here is the Audio Details tab (doesn’t have the Track and Instrument information 
yet): 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



And finally, here is the Notes tab: 
 

 
 
 This web server will be a great way for you to leverage all of your hard work. 
 
You will be able to customize the ‘look and feel’ of the web pages by making 
changes to the included CSS files (cascading style sheets). I’ll have more 
information on that with the next release. 
 
Suggestions are welcome. 


